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★ Obama Elected First Black U.S. President in 2008          ★

 ★ Obama Wins Reelection in 2012 ★

THE CANDIDATES

Barack Obama, 
, 

. Joseph Biden, 

.

John McCain,  

. Sara Palin, 

.

THE CAMPAIGN
1. 

. 
2. 

THE ISSUES
Obama (Democrat) McCain (Republican)

Foreign Americans had grown tired of the war 
in Iraq. Obama promised to end the 
war and to close the prison for 
terrorists at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

McCain clearly had an edge 
in foreign-policy experience, 
but the financial crisis was of 
greater concern to voters.

Economic As a Republican, McCain was 
closely tied to the outgoing 
president's economic policies.

Social Because he performed well in all 
three presidential debates, Obama 
attracted independent voters.

A moderate on social issues, McCain 
was not seen as conservative enough 
by many in his party.

QUOTES & CUSTOMS
Obama promises hope 

McCain on America at war 

THE LESSONS
1.

2.

THE CANDIDATES

Barack Obama, , 

. Joe Biden .

Mitt Romney, 

. Paul Ryan,  

.

THE CAMPAIGN
1. .
2. .
3. .

THE ISSUES
Romney (Republican)

Foreign
Obama (Democrat)
Although turmoil continued from 
Libya to Syria, Obama had brought 
an end to U.S. involvement in Iraq.

The Great Recession lingered and 
still the Republicans lost.

Economic Republicans' efforts to repeal 
"Obamacare" failed, and the slow 
economic recovery was still seen 
as more the Republicans' fault.

Social Same-sex marriage, on which 
Obama changed his position, was 
among the few social issues that 
played a role in the election.

Romney would have been the first 
Mormon to be elected president. His 
religion led to slightly reduced 
support from evangelical Christians.

QUOTES & CUSTOMS
Obama on government 

Romney on the“47%”
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The dramatic unfolding financial 
crisis that began in 2008 topped the 
list of voters' concerns.

Americans seemed to trust the 
Democratic Party and President 
Obama more to handle federal 
budget problems, economic 
recovery, and inequality.

Presidential images © Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division




